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Welcome to our annual stud newsletter. After a prolonged,
hot, dry summer and very few seasonal breaks over the last
few years, the recent rainfall couldn't have come at a better
time — giving the crops a much-needed drink and

boosting growth in native pasture paddocks. After months of
hand-feeding ewes, we're finally feeling the season turn, and
combined with the steady rise in wool and sheep meat prices,
we're feeling genuinely positive about the future of the Merino
industry.

Once again we will be holding our annual on-property ram
sale on the last Friday in September, the 25th. The
auction will begin at 1pm, with inspection from 10am, lunch
and morning tea is provided. If you are interested in looking

at rams prior to our sale, please give us a call. Catalogues and

videos of shedded rams will be available mid September on Above: Alistair and Lachlan Wells at the Elders Wool Store, Ravenhall
our website www.oneoakpoll.com.au in February, on sale day.
News

Congratulations to the Browning family

The Browning family had a very successful first outing on their success at the Hay Sheep Show

to Hay Sheep Show in June with their lvyholme, One with their Ivyholme/One Oak Poll blood
Oak Poll blood, unhoused ewes. unhoused ewes.

The Brownings ewes won the Two Tooth Strong Wool Class,
came seond in the Pen of Five Ewe Weaners (lambs teeth)
and second in the Champion Ewe Hoggett. A fantastic effort
particularly as it was their first time entering the show.

Below: Andrew Browning with his winning team
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Direction

We aim to use a balanced approach to our breeding
program - a sheep that is profitable for our business as well
as our clients. We focus on breeding an uncomplicated,
heavy cutting, quality wool sheep, that is productive and
ultimately dual purpose; placing an emphasis on bright
quality wool grown on a robust frame. Production of free
growing, quality wool, on a good skin with shearability, has
been central to our breeding goals for many years.

Our 2025 adult wool clip averaged 18.2 micron and our
2026 lambs wool averaged 16.5 micron. These figures are
representative of both seasonal conditions as well as our
continued focus on breeding quality wools.

After years of responding to industry demands of producing
a dual purpose animal, with longer stapled, better wools on
a plainer body; the past few years we have kept sires that
have attributed to maximising our fleece weight. The 2024
ET program targeted this breeding goal.

We have four main types that are core to
our breeding program. These types are

divided into 4 tag colours - white, blue,

purple and red tag families.

Fine Medium Dual Purpose family (White Tag)

Since the early 1990’s we have focused on breeding a dual
purpose, fine medium wool sheep to handle higher rainfall
through to pastoral environments. This family has developed
as a dual purpose fine Merino, rather than a traditional fine
medium wool Poll Merino.

In the 2024 drop
trial, One Oak Poll sire 018010 was one of the finest sires
in the trial and was above average for hoggett clean fleece

weight out of the 25 leading sires entered.
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Above: 22W349 by R19133 is a OOP sire that embodies
the characterisitics of our Fine medium dual purpose family.
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Medium Wool Poll Merino breeding goups (red,
blue, purple tags)

We have three types within our medium wool groups:

Blue Tag — Aimed towards an uncomplicated, heavy-cutting
Riverina medium wool sheep. This tag group represents our
balanced medium wool ewes, which we join like-to-like.

Purple Tag — Our heavier wool types, with good nourishment
and skin, joined to the biggest, free-growing, longer-stapled
wool sires to balance production.

Red Tag — Our largest in frame and carcase, and the stronger
end of our wool type. These ewes offer volume of meat and
wool, and are joined to our richer medium wool sires.

2025 Stud Sires

24B725: This sire was joined to our very best purple tag ewes
in 2025 through AI, ET and natural joinings. He is a long-
bodied, well-balanced sire with extra staple length of qual-

ity medium wool on an uncomplicated skin. With 7.5 months

of wool, he cut 9kgs. Semen from this sire has been sold to a
number of studs, including several in New Zealand.
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24R027 & 24R021: These two sires were joined through Al
and natural joinings to the very best of our blue tag ewes, with
the aim to increase fleece weight and wool quality. With 7.5
months of wool, 24R027 cut 11kgs and 24R021 cut 10.2kgs.

In 2025 we purchased semen from Collinsville 240023
and used this sire in our ET program to continue driving

towards a heavy-cutting, dual-purpose medium wool. This ram
was sold at auction to Western Australia for $20,000.

One Oak Poll Merino Stud

2026 Sires and Auction Rams

The 2026 auction rams and sire battery showcase our aim to
consistently produce true dual-purpose Poll Merinos.

In our 2025 ET program, we used our five best stud ewes.
Three of these dual-purpose medium wool ewes were joined
to Poll Bonooke 780, with the aim of building rich, heavy
wools on a dominant frame. We also used One Oak Poll sire
R17001 (a son of WP422) in the ET program, along with
Oakbank Barry, over our best two dual-purpose fine wool
ewes.

Through Al, we introduced another Riverina-based sire, The
Yanko 23023, whose Riverina wool type is paired with the
early maturity of his Collinsville background. PB780 was also
used via AI over our biggest fine wool ewes.

Display Rams

Our display team features a son from each of the sires listed
above. We're particularly excited about what stud sires

and bring to our breeding program
— extra productivity, while continuing to drive quality and

purity.

25W0001 is an ET-bred son of Poll Bonooke 780. He

was 70kg at 7 months — 10kg heavier than the next best
lamb — and is a very correct ram in all ways, with the depth
of breeding to match. He is out of OOP R15150, our best
framed daughter of WP422. At 7 years of age, she was one
of our best framed stud ewes, and at 9 she remains in that
group. This ram is the result of a like-to-like joining aimed at
consistently producing meat and wool to a high level. With a
pure poll and superb feet, he is a quality dual-purpose me-
dium wool sire — a straightforward, true medium wool sire,
bred to handle all environments.

25W0005 is another ET-bred son of PB780, out of One
Oak Poll ewe R17074. This sire carries heavy, rich wool,
along with the extra bone and scale of a dominant stud sire.
We consider 25W0005’s dam, R17074, to be our best-wooled
daughter of WP422. At 6 years of age, her rich, heavy, well-
nourished wool stood out, and she is still among our best
stud ewes at 8 years old.

25W0007 (son of OOP R17001) stands out with elite wool

quality and staple length, backed by a correct body shape
and good depth of meat through the hindquarter. His sire,
R17001, was the most correct, productive, clean and bright-
woolled sire we bred by WP422. 25W0007 is out of White
Tag dam W19180 — our best quality fine, dual-purpose ewe
within the stud in 2024. She combines superior structure with
strong constitution and elite fine wool.

25W0019 is by Oakbank ‘Barry’ and out of OOP ewe P15006.
This sire’s mother is now 11 years old and weighed 100kg last
spring. She is a rich, well-nourished ewe with waxy, white wool
and a purple skin, with no wrinkle. At 8 years of age, P15006
measured 16.1 micron and cut 8.2 kilograms of wool. This ewe
has bred a number of our leading, finer sires and has given us

large numbers of embryos each time we've used her for ET.

Parkes Doug Bicket Flock Ewe Competition

In February this year Alistair had the privledge of being asked
to be one of the judges at the Doug Bicket Flock Ewe
Competition held at Parkes. This was a wonderful

opportunity to visit local properties and judge the well
presented bloodlines entered. During the days program the
committee also incorparated education on containment feeding.
A great day was had by all.
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Come and see us a

Riverina Sheep and Wool Expo, Conargo - 26th August
2026 On Property Auction, Jerilderie - 25th September
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Ram Sale

Article and photos courtesy of Helen De Costa,
The Land Newspaper

Interstate buyers came in to sweep the floor at the
Alistair and Natasha Wells” One Oak Poll Merino
ram sale, held Friday, September 26, on-property
near Jerilderie.

No distance was too far for buyers, with the
top-priced ram, One Oak Poll B721 which sold
for $11,500, travelling 1300km home with James
Turnbull, Narada Grazing, Tambo, Qld.

The ram, sired by the SP fine syndicate, weighed
110 kilograms, while recording a fibre diameter of
18.9 micron, with 2.8 micron standard deviation,
with a coefficient of variation of 15.4 per cent and
a comfort factor of 99.6pc.

He also recorded a greasy fleece weight of 127pc,
with an eye muscle depth scan of 47 millimetres,
an eye muscle width of 101mm and a fat measure-
ment of 7.5mm.

James Turner said the ram would be joined over a
line of ewes within the 3000-Merino ewe opera-
tion, which averages 18.5 micron depending on
the season.

“We've been coming down here for seven years
now, and the sheep are holding up in our country,
and we're seeing the benefits of it,” he said.

“The ram we bought today, just overall was the
complete ram here that we think is going to im-
prove our operation the most. He’s got plenty of
frame about him and very good-wooled ram.

“We are always trying to improve by growing the
frame of our sheep but also keep the wool on
them and improve the wool quality. The sheep
down here seem to be doing that.”

The operation looks for good lock structure in
a fleece to keep the nourishment in the wool,
as otherwise the wool dries out in the northern
conditions.

The second top-priced ram One Oak Poll B-726
stayed local, being purchased by Don and Will Bull,
Deniliquin, for $9750.

Weighing 102kg, the ram was sired
by the M syndicate, recording a fibre
diameter of 18.2m, CV of 16pc, SD
of 3m and a CF of 99.5pc.

The homozygous polled ram also re-
corded an EMD of 44mm, and EMW
of 92mm, along with a fat scan of
7mm.

Will Bull said he was a lovely wooled
ram."He had a long staple length,
nice bright wool, lovely crimp and
just a good all-around sheep with
size,” he said.

“He's a good dual-purpose ram.”

His father Don said the family aim
for the ram, and One Oak Poll
B723, which they also purchased
for $3750, was to be joined over a
select line of ewes to breed rams for
their 6000 ewe operation. Another
ram that has a long journey of
600km to his new home was One
Oak Poll R023, purchased by Justin
Boughan, Sandalwood Merino stud,
Karoonda, South Australia, for
$9500.

The young ram, sired by a home-
bred sire for the stud in One Oak
Poll R023, was 20.8m, SD of 3.9m, a
CV of 18.9pc and GFW of 125pc.

Weighing 102kg, he also recorded
an EMD of 38mm, an EMW of 85mm
and a fat scan of 7mm.

Alistair and Natasha Wells
One Oak Poll

1340 Liddles Lane, Jerilderie,
NSW 2716

Mob: 04 2886 7117
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Justin Broughan said he made
the journey over looking for a
pure, white-wooled ram to take
back to SA.

“These types of wools seem to
suit our area,” he said.

“They’re very white, very high
yielding and they have a bit of
thickness so they cut a bit of
wool.

“He's by red 31, which is a sire
we chase here a bit, he is a good
productive sheep.”

He said the stud turns off 300
rams a year with 3000 ewes
mated annually.

“We've bought from Alistair
before, with good results,” he
said.

“That's why we come back.”

Volume buyers in the sale
included AM and CE Browning,
Ivyholme, Jerilderie, who took
home six rams for a top of $3750
for an average of $2492, while
Carruthers and Sons, Tullibigeal,
secured seven rams for an aver-
age of $1897.

Return purchasers, Kingslea
Partnership, Bookham, purchased
eight rams to a top of $4000, to
average $2175.

left: top-price ram

One Oak Poll B721,
with Alistair and
Natasha Wells, One
Oak Poll Merinos,
Jerilderie, with James
Turner, Narada
Grazing, Tambo, Qld
and Chris Bowman,
Hay.
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